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DETAILED ACTION 

The following office action is in response to the communication filed on 
April 10, 2006. Applicant has elected claims 9 -17. Claims 9 - 17 are examined 
in this office action. Claims 9 - 17 are pending in this application. Claims 1-8 
and 18-39 are withdrawn. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: "by 
crimping" in line 2, is a method used to have a folded portion; and in an article 
claim a final product is examined. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 13 is objected to because of the following informalities: "crimping 
and adhesion" in line 2, are methods used to have an attachment and a folded 
portion; and in an article claim a final product is examined. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 9-11,15 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by the U.S. Patent No. 6,202,373 to Lindgren. 

In regard to claim 9, Lindgren discloses a skylight (Fig. 2) comprising a 
frame 1 defining an interior opening (see Marked Fig.), the frame having a 
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plurality of elements 11, 22, 23, 28, 29, 31, 32 wherein the elements extending in 
a longitudinal direction; a flashing profile having a rigid section comprising a first 
and a second leg (see Marked Fig.), the first flashing leg carried by one of the 
elements of the frame (see Marked Fig.), the flashing profile having a flexible 
section attached to the second flashing leg of the rigid section (see Marked Fig.); 
a rigid flashing profile connected to one of the elements of the frame (see Marked 
Fig.); and wherein the flashing profile and the rigid flashing profile extend along 
the longitudinal lengths of two different elements of the frame (see Marked Fig.). 

In regard to claim 10, Lindgren discloses a skylight with flashing profile, 
wherein the second flashing leg has a raised folded portion (see Marked Fig.) 
and wherein an end of the flexible section is attached (see Marked Fig.) to the 
raised folded portion and extends outwardly. 

In regard to claim 11, Lindgren discloses a skylight with flashing profile, 
wherein the flexible section is attached to the crimp-folded portion. 

In regard to claim 15, Lindgren discloses a skylight with flashing profile, 
wherein the raised folded portion, the first flashing leg and the second flashing 
leg define a drainage channel (see Marked Fig.). 

In regard to claim 17, Lindgren discloses a skylight with flashing profile, 
wherein the frame defines a rectangular (Fig. 1) shaped opening and has a top 
element 5, a bottom element 7 and two side elements 6, and wherein the rigid 
flashing profile is connected to the top and bottom elements (see Marked Fig.). 



Application/Control Number: 10/693,755 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3635 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 
148 USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for 
determining obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at 
issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 12, 13 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over the U.S. Patent No. 6,202,373 to Lindgren. 

In regard to claims 12 and 13, Lindgren discloses a skylight with flashing 
profile wherein the flexible section is attached to the crimp-folded portion; and 
wherein a frame having joints secured by an adhesive. 

Lindgren does not disclose adhesive applied at the folded portion and 
flexible section. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use an adhesive for attaching the flexible portion 
to the folded portion in order to make the connection waterproof. 
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In regard to claim 16, while Lindgren discloses a skylight with flashing 
profile, wherein the wall section 38 is a flexible section (acts as a hinge), he does 
not disclose a specific material for it. 

It would have been a matter of design choice to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to have the flexible section made of one of the group claimed such as natural 
rubber for manufacturing and installation ease. 

Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over the U.S. Patent No. 6,202,373 to Lindgren in view of the U.S. Patent 
NO. 4,344,257 to Anderson. 

In regard to claim 14, Lindgren discloses a skylight with flashing profile 
having the raised folded portion is perpendicular with the first flashing leg (see 
Marked Fig.). 

However, Lindgren does not disclose the end of the raised folded portion 
(crimped) being substantially perpendicular with the first flashing leg. 

Anderson discloses a window frame comprising a flexible member 
positioned between both parallel sides of the frame wherein the parallel sides are 
completely crimped (column 4, lines 28-32) for a tighter waterproof sealing. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Lindgren by crimping the folded portion 
completely in order to have a tighter waterproofing. The end of the completely 
crimped raised folded portion then will be perpendicular with the first flashing leg. 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 



communications from the examiner should be directed to Abdul Manaf whose 
telephone number is 571-272-1476. The examiner can normally be reached on 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Carl Friedman can be reached on (571) 272-6842. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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